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This was an occasion that demanded all the qualities of
an hero, an intrepidity never to be shaken, and a judgment
never to be perplexed. He immediately considered all
the circumstances of his present situation, and found that
it afforded him only the choice of marching back the same
way through which he came, or of forcing his passage to
Venta Cruz.

To march back, was to confess the superiority of his
enemies, and to animate them to the pursuit; the woods
would afford opportunities of ambush, and his followers
must often disperse themselves in search of provisions,
who would become an easy prey, dispirited by their disap-
pointment, and fatigued by their march. On the way to
Venta Cruz, he should have nothing to fear but from open
attacks, and expected enemies.

Determining, therefore, to pass forward to Venta Cruz,
he asked Pedro, the leader of the Symerons, whether ho
was resolved to follow him; and, having received from him
the strongest assurances that nothing should separate them,
commanded his men to refresh themselves, and prepare to
set forward.

When they cariie within a mile of the town, they dis-
missed the mules, which they had made use of for their
more easy and speedy passage, and continued their march
along a road cut through thick woods, in which a company
of soldiers, who were quartered in the place to defend it
against the Symerons, had posted themselves, together
with a convent of friars headed by one of their brethren,
whose zeal against the northern heresy had incited him to
hazard his person, and assume the province of a general.

Drake, who was advertised by two Symerons, whom he
sent before, of the approach of the Spaniards, commanded
his followers to receive the first volley without firing.

In a short time, he heard himself summoned by the
Spanish captain to yield, with a promise of protection and
kind treatment; to which he answered with defiance, con-
tempt, and the discharge of his pistol.

Immediately the  Spaniards poured m their shot, by